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PREFACE. 

So much sound divinity is compressed in the 
Church Catechism, that a full and extensive illus- 
tration of its contents would occupy a bulty 
volume. Brevity was advisable in a form of in- 
struction intended for the youthful memory ; but 
it was necessary that nothing of importance should 
be omitted in an epitome of religious doctrine. 
Hence the Catechism is distinguished by a,pithy 
conciseness, which lays on the memory j/ughter 
burden, but calls for explanation to assist the 
judgment. 

Several expository works on the Catechism are 
extensively circulated and justly esteemed. The 
shortest of these appear to be intended for the use 
of either extremely young persons, or of such as 
have received a very limited education. More 
copious expositions, of a higher class, may be 
studied by others with the greatest advantage ; 
but they are scarcely adapted to the purpose of 
examination ; for however well-written, perspic- 
uous, or instructive, their length would too fre- 
quently preclude the expectation of an accurate 
acquaintance with their contents. 

In arranging these pages, the author has endea- 
voured to occupy the middle groimd ; to produce 
a little book, from which the well-informed youth 
might find there was important instruction to be 
derived, without overburdening the intellect or 
memory with matters, which, in works of a more 
elaborate description, are as properly introduced 
as they are ably illustrated. 
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Vl PREFACE. 

The passages from Scripture are set down at 
full ; not merely denoted by numerical reference. 
This method, though it increases the bulk of the 
volume, is accompanied by the yery considerable 
advantage of inviting attention to the texts. 
Mere references are too often entirely disregarded; 
and, in the present work, would have rendered 
it difficult, or impossible, to insert those little 
explanatory illustrations, by which it has been 
the endeavour of the writer to remove any occa- 
sional obscurity. 

By the questions for examination, the scholar 
will perceive with what particular portions of the 
commentary he ought to be most thoroughly 
acquainted. 

To conclude, the writer has only to remind 
him, that books of this nature are not to be 
regarded as supplying a merely intellectual exer- 
cise ; as preparations for an ordeal, which being 
once passed through, the subject may be dropped 
or neglected. They are designed to lead to a 
deeper contemplation of the most important ques- 
tion in the world ; to facilitate an acquaintance 
with the holy Scriptures ; to encourage a dispo- 
sition to serious thought ; and introduce the young 
believer to a course of study, which, under the 
blessing and direction of God, may profit him to 
all eternity. 
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Question* — " What is your name ?** 
A^uwer.—'* N. or M." 

The Christian name is given in baptism, to put Chris-* 
tians in mind of their admission into the Church. The 
Jews named their infants at circumcision, by which rite 
the child was admitted to the privileges of God's chosen 
people (a) ; wiz. the blessings of instruction in religious 
truth, the prospect of an atonement, and the protection 
of God. Baptism is to the Christian, in some respects, 
the same as circumcision to the Jew. It was expressly 
ei^oined by our Lord to his disciples, as circumcision was 
by God to Abraham(6). 

TEXTS. 

(a) Luke i. 59. ** They came to circumcise the child, and thej 
called him Zacharias." 

(b) MaU. xxviii. 19. " Go je, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, a^d of 
the Holy Ghost." 

QuBBtion* — Who gave you this name ?** 
Answer.--^" My godfathers and godmothers,' &c 
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2 A SHORT COMMENTARY 

A member of Christ means a member of the Charch of 
Christ; one incorporated into that society over which 
Christ presides(a). A child of God is one who is as dear 
^ God as a child is to a father(6). An inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven signifies one who, anless he forfeit 
his privilege by misconduct, will enjoy eternal happiness 
for his portion, as an heir, or inheritor, succeeds to an 
estate(c). 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) 1 Cvr. vL 15. " Know ye not, that your bodies are the mem* 
hers of Christ?" 

(6) John i. 12. <' As many as reeeiTed him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God/' (i.e. dear to God, and 
partakers of the happiness of Christians.) 

(c) 1. Pet i. 3, 4. " God hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope," (i. e. a hope of eternal life,) by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 
£led, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you." 

Qiuziion, — " What did your godfathers ?" &c. 
jSfUwer — " They did promise and vow," &c. 

The godfathers and godmothers make not only a promise 
bat a vow, that is, a solemn engagement before God, 
that the infant shall, as far as in them lies, observe what 
they undertake for it, at baptism. " In my name :" that 
is, " instead of me, who could not then promise for my- 
self." " To renounce the devil," is to refuse to become 
obedient to that chief of the evil spirits, who delights in 
enticing men to sin (a), and then accusing them before 
God (6). Vicious and perverse people are styled, " the 
children of the devil (c) ; that is, they imitate the disposi- 
tion and conduct of Satan, our spiritual adversary. " To 
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ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 3 

renounce the pomps and vanity of this wicked world," 
implies a solemn engagement not to indulge in the splen- 
dour, luxury, and pleasure, to which worldly and 
thoughtless men devote their precious time. " To re- 
nounce the sinful lusts of the flesh," is to engage to resist 
impure thoughts, and to ahstain from unlawful actions ; 
especially the various gratifications of appetite, to which 
our carnal nature is constitutionally prone. The articles 
of the Christian faith mean those important particulars 
of Christian doctrine necessaiy to salvation. These are 
all contained in the New Testament. To learn the 
wliole of God's will and commandments, we must con- 
sult the Old Testament as well. To walk in God*s holy 
will and commandments, signifies, to regulate our whole 
hehaviour during life, according to the instructions for 
our conduct, which we find in God's word, the Bihle. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Matt iv. 1. '' Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into Ae 
wilderness, to be tempted of the devil." 

{h) Rev. xii. 9, 10. '* And the great dragon was cast out, that 
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world : he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, ' Now is 
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and 
the power of his Christ : for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God day and night.' " 

(c.) John viii. 44. "Ye [i. e. the unbelieving Jews] are of 
your father, the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, [i. e. he effected the death 
of Adam,] and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him." The devil falsely assured Eve, that the forbidden fruit would 
not occasion death, but increase knowledge. 
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4f A SHORT COMMENTARY 

Qtiestion, — " Dost thou not think," &c. 
Answer, — Yes verily, and by God*s help/* &c. 

" By God*s help, so I will." The answer is thus guarded 
and qualified, from a consideration of human frailty. We 
can neither do nor desire what is good by our own un- 
assisted powers (a). A state of salvation denotes that in 
which every well instructed Christian is placed. It im- 
plies, the being favoured with those advantages and op- 
portunities, whereby eternal life is made attainable ; the 
being baptized, taught, and educated in the Christian 
faith (6). Prayer for continuance in this state is necessary, 
because we may be tempted, by vice or unbelief, into 
immoral conduct, or into a denial of our Lord ; by the 
former, we entirely nullify our privileges, and by the lat- 
ter, we abjure our salvation. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a.) John XV. 5. "Without me, (i. e. Christ,) ye can do 
nothing." 

John vi. 44. " No man can come to me, (Christ,) except the' 
Father which hath sent me, draw him." i. e. hath given him a 
teachahle disposition, and opportunity of becoming a Christian. 

2 Cor. iii. 5, ** Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
any thing as of ourselves ; but our sufficiency is of God." 

(6) 2 Tim. i. 9. " God hath saved us, [i. e. Christians,] and 
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began.'' A call to the Gospel was 
not to be merited by any performances of either Jew or Gentile. 
It was the result of God's free mercy, and was ordained from the 
very first. 
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ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 5 

I Cor. XT. 2. ** By trhicli gospel also ye are sayed, if ye keep 
in memory what I preached unto you." 

1 Cor. i; 18. '* Unto us which are saved, the preaching of the 
gospel is the power of God,'* 

Catechist, — " Rehearse the articles of thy belief." 
Answer. — "/ believe in God^ &c. 

This declaration of faith is called the "Apostles* Creed/* 
from a tradition, of no authority, that the apostles com- 
posed it in its present form. Though plainly founded on 
apostolic doctrine, its antiquity cannot be tsa^ed much 
higher than the year 400. 

God is the Father of Jesus Christ from all eternity (a). 
Again, he is so called, as having, by the influence of 
the Holy Ghost, occasioned the miraculous conception of 
Christ, when he came into the world as man (6). He 
is the Father of Christians, because they are admitted, 
by baptism and the Holy Spirit, to the enjoyment of his 
most tender and paternal regard (c). These are the 
gospel senses of the term. God is moreover styled Fa- 
ther, by a figure of speech, as the Creator and Preserver 
of all mankind. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a.) Johni. 1. In the beginning was the Word." That is, 
Christ. He, through whose means God's will was discovered, ai 
the thoughts of men are communicated by words. 

Col. i. \5. " The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of every creature." As it is expressed in the Nicene 
Creed, " Begotten of his Father before all worlds." 

{b.) Luke i. 35. " The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee : therefore alio 
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6 A SHORT COMMEKTARY 

that holy thing which shall be bom of thee shall be called the Son 
of God." 

(c.) Johni. 12. Above cited: page 2. 

The term Father is constantly applied by the heathen philoso- 
phers and poets to any being whom they worshipped as God. — It 
forms part of the proper name Jupiter i juvcms pater t a succouring 
fatlier. 

" And in Jesus Christ, his only Son" Sfc* 

Jesus, which is the same name as Joshua (a), signifies 
a Saviour {h). It was no unusual name among the 
Jews, but it was given to our Redeemer by divine com- 
mand. Christ means the anointed, and is the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew word Messiah. Those whom 
God appointed to any high and signal office, were in- 
augurated, or solemnly invested with authority, by pour- 
ing oil upon their heads and bodies. This unction was 
performed on prophets, priests, and kings, and in each of 
these capacities is Christ said, figuratively speaking, to 
have been anointed (c). Imbued with the effusion of 
the Holy Spirit, he prophesied future events, and de- 
clared the will of God (d). As our gi*eat high priest, 
he offered himself on the cross, a sacrifice for human 
sins {e). In his regal chai*acter, he reigns over his 
church, and is possessed of all power in heaven and in 
earth (/). 

Christ is styled the only son of God, to distinguish 
him from all created beings ; for Adam, by creation, was 
the son of God {g) ; and Christians, we have seen, are 
God's adopted children. But Christ is called in Scrip- 
ture, the only begotten son of God {h), inasmuch as his 
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ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 7 

human nature was miraculously conceived {%), and his 
divine, uncreated nature, was pre-existent with God in the 
heginning (j). 

Christ was declared to he the son of God, or a king, 
at his resurrection ; to which event St. Paul applies the 
words of the psalmist, Ps. ii. 7, " Thou art my Son ; this 
day have I hegotten thee." Acts xiii. 33. 

" Our Lard" 

There is a special propriety in the expression " Lord," as 
applied hy us Christians to our Saviour. He is our 
Lord, hecause, hy virtue of the atonement, he has re- 
deemed us from the power of sin {k). We have thence 
hecome his property {I), look up to him for salvation (m), 
'* As servants look unto the hand of their masters," — 
Ps. cxxiii. 2 (n), — and are hound to pay obedience to the 
holy laws which he has imposed on us hy a sovereign 
authority (a). 

" Who was conceived,*' Sfc. 

Christ is said to have been conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
because, when bom into the world as a man, he was con- 
ceived, or formed in the womb of his mother, by a divine 
and miraculous influence (p). 

" Bom of the Virgin" ^c. 

Our Lord's human nature was of the substance of the 
Virgin, who, having conceived him by the power of the 
Spirit, brought him forth, in accordance with the pro- 
phetic promise {q). In the preceding clause of the creed. 
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8 A SHORT COMMENTARY 

— " conceived by the Holy Ghost/' we see one of the 
reasons for styling Christ '' the Son of God ;" from the 
subsequent particular, " bom of the Virgin Mary," we 
learn why he is sometimes called, " the Son of man." 

St. Austin remarks on this, the encouragement which 
it gives both to man and woman to trust in their Re- 
deemer; who, although the son of God, assumed the 
nature of man, and was bom into the world, of a woman. 

" Suffered."* 

Christ suffered, as it was predicted that the Messiah should 
suffer (r). He experienced the infirmities incidental to 
human nature — mental disquietude, and bodily pain; 
was exposed to poverty, hardship, and privation ; and 
endured may cruelties and brutal insults, when he was 
betrayed by Judas and condemned to die. 

These sufferings, however, we must consider him to 
have sustained in his human nature only. His divine 
nature was capable of neither death nor suffering ; but 
the intimate conjunction of the two natures in Christ, 
occasions those properties to be ascribed to one, that, in 
strictness of language, belong only to the other. 

" Under Pontius Pilate." 

Pontius Pilate was the Procurator of Judea, a goveraour 
subordinate to the President of Syria, but vested with a 
power over life and death. The mention of his name 
here fixes the chronology. 
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ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 9 

" Was crucified.** 

The sufTerings of our Lord terminated in his heing 
nailed hj the hands and feet upon a wooden cross. This 
manner of despatching criminals was the most cruel and 
ignominious then practised. It was peculiar to the 
Romans^ who, hy a remarkahle providence, were in- 
strumental in effecting the death of our Saviour, that the 
types and prophecies might be exactly accomplished (5). 

" De€ui and buried,"* 

In the death and burial of Christ, were fulfiUed the 
following very ancient predictions : that he should be 
cut off out of the land of the living, Isa. liii. 9 ; that 
Messiah should be cut off, but not for himself, Dan. ix. 
26 ; that his flesh should rest in hope, Ps. xvi. 9 ; and 
that he should be associated, in death and burial, both 
with the wicked and with the rich, Isa. liii. 9. He was 
cut off for no offences of his own, but for ours {t) ; his 
body was deposited in the assurance of a resurrection 
(tf); he was crucified between two men who suffered 
death for their crimes (t;) ; but interred in a new tomb 
by Joseph of Arimathea, and embalmed at the expense 
of Nicodemus (w). 

"He descended,** ifc. 

The meaning of the creed by " he descended into hell" 
appears to be, that, after Christ's death upon the cross, 
his human soul went to that invisible abode in which the 
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10 A SHORT COMMENTARY 

spirits of the dead await the general resurrection. This 
exposition agrees with the promise to the penitent, " to 
day shalt thou he with me in paradise," Luke, xxiii. 43, 
and follows the most approved interpretation of the text 
on which this article is principally founded (x). By 
** he descended," we understand that he passed into such 
a state by a falling, as it were, from life. 

" The third day he rose," Sfc. 

Our Lord was interred before sunset on Friday, which 
day, according to the Jewish computation, commenced 
at sunset on the Thursday evening. His body, then, 
agreeably to the language that prevailed, would have 
been said, after sunset on the day of interment, to have 
lain in the sepulchre a night and a day, answering to our 
Thursday night and Friday. — The following night and 
day he continued in the grave, and another night inter- 
vened before his resurrection, which happened on the 
morning of our Sunday. — This space, in the received 
phraseology of the time, would be reckoned as three days" 
and three nights. 

God the Father must be considered as the principal 
agent in effecting the resunection of our Saviour (y). 
That the Son was instrumental in this wonderful work, 
we may gather from his own declarations (z)» In two 
passages, it is ascribed to the agency of the Holy Spirit 
(aa). Whence it appears, that the Godhead, the 
Trinity in Unity, is undivided in nature, power, and 
operation. , 
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ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 11 

On this all-important article, the resurrection of Christ, 
is founded an assurance of his divinity : by that he was 
acknowledged to be the Son of God, Acts xiii. 33. 
(See above, page 7.) Hence we are certified of justifica- 
tion through him ; that the sins of the truly faithful and 
repentant will, through the efficacy of his atonement^ be 
forgiven ; and that such will consequently, at the day of 
judgment, be justified and admitted to eternal life (bb). 
Lastly, the resurrection of our blessed Lord not only 
demonstrates the possibility of a resurrection, but ratifies 
the belief that we shall rise ourselves. 

" He ascended" S^c. 

The high priest of the Jews entered once every year 
within the veil or curtain, the most holy part of the 
temple, that he might make an atonement for the sins of 
tlie nation {cc). The most holy place represented hea- 
ven, and the high priest was a type of the Messiah. 
By this ceremony our Saviour s ascension was prefigured 
(dd). The same event, as we learn from St. Paul, Eph. 
iv. 8, is prophetically referred to in the sixty-eighth 
psalm, {ee,) 

" And sitteth" ifc. 

Christ ascended into heaven, the immediate .presence of 
the Deity, in his human nature, as the Son of man. — 
By his sitting at the right hand of God, is denoted, in 
language accommodated to human notions, the honour 
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12 A SHORT COMMENTARY 

and power with which he is invested, as the reward of 
his humility and death on the cross {ff). 

" From thence" Sfc. 

" God is the judge of all," Heb. xii. 23 ; yet " the 
Father judgeth no man, hut hath committed all judgment 
to the Son," John v. 22. Christ executes judgment by 
a delegated power, " because he is the Son of man/' 
John V. 27. His omniscience enables him to administer 
justice ; and his experience of the infirmities and suf- 
ferings of our nature will incline him to temper justice 
with mercy. 

Yet must we not suppose that, in the conduct of our 
judge, there will be any thing like the weakness of hu- 
man indulgence towards sinners against grace and know- 
ledge. We are assured, both in figurative and literal 
terms, how exact will be the scrutiny, and how heart- 
searching the knowledge, which will regulate the decisions 
of the final doom {gg), 

St. Paul hath declared that the saints shall judge the 
world, 1 Cor. vi. 2 ; and our Lord, that the apostles 
shall sit round him upon thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel, Matt xix. 28. Of the different expla- 
nations given of these passages, the following are the 
plainest, and appear unobjectionable. The faithful, 
having first been judged, will be glorified, and, together 
with the angels, surround the judgment-seat The 
apostles, at the final coming of Christy will enjoy the 
next degree of honour and glory. 
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ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 13 

By " the quick/* are meant those who may be living 
upon earthy when the general judgment shall take place. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Acts vii. 45. " Which tabernacle also our fathers that came 
after, brought in with Jesus (i. e. Joshua) into the possession of 
the Gentiles." (i. e. The land of Canaan, which the Gentiles at 
that time possessed.) 

(6) Matt i. 21. " Thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he shall 
save his people from their sins." 

(c) Acts z. 38. ** God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power." 

(d) Christ prophesied the fall of Jerusalem — Matt. xxiv. 2 ; — 
the final judgment— Matt. xzv. 31; — the crudfizion of Peter — 
John zzi. 18. He explained the true meaning of the conunand- 
mtots— Matty. 21. &c. 

(e) Heb. ix. 11. ''But Christ being cume an High Priest of 
good things to come,'' &c. 

(/) Luke xiz. 27. '' But those mine enemies, which would not 
that I (Christ) should reign oyer them, bring hither, and slay them 
before me." 

(g) Luke i. 38. " The son of Adam, which was the son of God." 

(h) John i. 14. " And the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." 

(«) Luke i. 35. ** And the angel answered and said unto her, 
' The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall oyershadow thee; therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be bom of thee shall be called the Son of God.* " 

(.;*) J ohn i. 1. See page 5, 

Heb. i. 1, 2. " God, who at sundry times and in diyers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Sun, whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom also he made the worlds." 

(A) Tit ii. 14. " Who gaye himself for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works." 
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(0 1 Cor. vi. 20. " For ye are bought with a price ; therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.*' 

(m) 1 Thess. v. 9. " For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ." 

(n) John xiii. 13. ** Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say 
well ; for so I am." 

(o) Matt xxviii. 18. ** And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
•aying, * All power is given unto me, in heaven and in earth.' " 

(p) Matt. i. 20. " Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife : 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost" 

(9) Isa. vii. 14. ** Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel." (i. e. " God^with us." 
Matt i. 23.) 

(r) Isa. liii. 3, et seqq. " He is despised and rejected of men ; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid, as it were, 
our faces from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed him not." 
&c. 

(s) Gen. zzii. 6. " And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering, and laid it upon Isaac, his son.'' A type of oar Saviour's 
bearing his cross to mount Calvary. 

Numb. xxi. 8. *' And the Lord said unto Moses, ' Make thee a 
fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole ; and it shall come to pass, that 
every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.^ " 

John iii. 14, 15. " And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life." 

£xod. xii. 46. " lA one house shall it (the paschal lamb) be 
eaten ; thou shalt not carry forth aught of the flesh abroad out of 
the house ; neither shall ye break a bone thereof." 

John xix. 83. *' When they (the Roman soldiers) came to Je- 
sus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs." 

Zech. xii. 10. " They shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced.*' 

Ps. zxii. 16, 17, 18. "They pierced my hands and my feet. 
I may tell all my bones : they look and stare upon me. They 
part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture." 

(0 Rom. iv. 25. " Christ was delivered for our offences." 

(tt) John ii. 19. " Jesus answered and ssdd unto them, 'Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.' " 
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(v) Matt xxvii. 38. '* Then were there two thieves crucified 
with him." 

(tc) Matt xxviL 60. " Joseph of Arixnathea, (a man holding 
an honourable post among the Jews,) hiid the body of Jesus in his 
own new tomb." 

John zix. 89, 40. " And there came also Nicodemus, (a person 
of equal rank with Joseph,) which at the first came to Jesus by 
night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hun- 
dred pound weight Then they (Joseph and Nicodemus) took the 
body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices." 

(jt) Acts iL 27. ** Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption." This is 
quoted from Ps. xvi. 10. 

(y) Gal. i. 1. " Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, 
but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the 
dead;") &c. 

(z) John ii. 19. " Destroy this temple," &c. See page 14. 

John X. 17. *' Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life, that I might take it again." 

(aa) Rom. viii. 11.' " But if the Spirit of him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ firom 
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you." 

1 Pet iii. 18. ** Christ was put to death in the flesh, but quick- 
ened by the Spirit." 

(bb) Rom. iv. 25. ** Christ was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justification." 

(cc) Heb. ix. 7. ''Into the second tabernacle (i.e. the holy 
of holies) the High Priest alone went once every year, not without 
blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the peo- 
ple.'' &c 

(dd) Heb. ix. 12. "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, 
but by his own blood, Christ entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us." 

{ee) Fs. Ixviii. 18. "Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast 
led captivity captive." 

iff) Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8, 9. " Christ, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
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made in the likeness of men : and being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly- exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every name." 

{gg.) Rev. xx. 12. '< And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God ; and the books were opened : and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life ; and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works." 

Matt. xii. 36. '* But I say imto you, that every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment" 

" / believe in the Holy Ghost,** 

The Holy Ghost, or Spirit {a), is the third Person in 
the Trinity (6). The word Trinity denotes the three 
distinct characters comprehended in the Godhead; Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost was sent down by the Son from the 
Father, to comfort and instruct the disciples {c) ; who 
were thereby endowed with supernatural knowledge, and 
the power of working miracles in confirmation of Christ- 
ianity. As creation is ascribed especially to the Father, 
and redemption to our Saviour, Jesus Christ, so is it 
the province of the Holy Spirit to sanctify our fallen 
nature {d). This is one, and may indeed be considered 
the chief, reason that we designate the Spirit by the 
name of Holy. 

Powers and actions are attributed to the Spirit, which 
prove Him to be God, and not a mere influence, as some 
have imagined and iQaintained {e). In the three Divine 
Persons we acknowledge a distinction established upon 
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Scripture authority ; but, holding the unity of substance 
in the Godhead, we protest against tritheism, or the 
notion of three Gods, and confine our worship to die 
one Supreme. 

" The holy Catholic Church^ 

By Church is here meant an assembly of Cbristiails, 
With the addition of the epithets holy and cathoUc, 
it signifies the whole body of believers in Christ/ what- 
ever their nation, or whatever their difference in matters 
not essential to a saving faith. They are denominated 
holy, because God hath called them with a holy calling, 
2 Tim. 1. 9, (hath brought them, that is, to the know- 
ledge of Christianity,} and they are engaged, by their 
promises and vows at baptism, to lead a life of corre- 
sponding holiness. 

The Church, thus considered, has no visible head, 
but contains all particular Churches, with their govemours, 
united under one Ruler, Christ, " the bishop of our 
souls" (^/). 

The Church of Rome, excluding all others from salva- 
tion, presumptuously styles herself " The Holy Catholic 
Church" : a title which, it is plain, from the above defini- 
tion, no particular Church has any right to assume.' The 
word Catholic, in the ordinary language of the day, is 
unthinkingly opposed to Protestant. Roman CathoUc 
is the expression that should be substituted for this, by 
chose who are speaking of the Church of Rome ; if the 
term Catholic, on such occasions,' be employed at aH. 

c 
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" The Communion of Saints" 

Communion signifies, participation, sharing, fellowship, 
or having something in common. Saints mean holy 
persons ; as ChristiaDs in general are frequently styled 
in the Nevir Testament (y). All true believers have a 
share in the benefits supplied by Jesus Christ, through 
the Holy Spirit, to his Church [h). They are bound 
to mutual kindness and compassion ; to sympathize, as 
one part of the animal body is affected by the suffering 
of another (i). This clause of the creed was probably 
added to interpret the former article : it intimates the 
blessings which we are admitted to partake in, and the 
good offices, which, as members of the Catholic or uni- 
veisal Church, we owe to our fellow-Christians. 

" The Forgiveness," Sfc. 

We understand by this article, ** the forgiveness of sins,** 
God 6 forbearing to punish our numerous transgressions 
of the laws which he has given us to observe (j). It 
involves the consideration of the sacrifice of Christ, who 
effected the remission or forgiveness of sins, by shedding 
his precious blood upon the cross [k). 

There can be no assurance of the remission of sins but 
in the holy Catholic Church. It is to faith unfeigned, 
and the use of the sacraments, that the promise of for- 
giveness is confined (0- All sins are, in the first instance, 
Tomitted at baptism, and ure afterwards remissible, upon 
smcere repentance (in). 
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Christ promised to bis Churchy in the persons of the 
apostles, the privilege of binding and of loosing (n) ; 
and, after his resurrection, he expressly conferred on 
them a power of remitting or of retaining sins (o), — By 
this we understand, that, in the management of the 
Church, their judgment was supematurally directed; 
Their sentence or absolution was sure of its effect, and 
God, at the word of his delegated servant, either pun- 
ished or pardoned the offender. It is not wonderful thki, 
as inspired men, the apostles should possess this power; 
which that they did, was sufficiently evident to all, by 
their inflicting or removing diseases. Apostolic authority 
and immediate inspiration were not, however, to be 
claimed or expected by the rulers of the Church in after 
times. When miracles were discontinued, and man 
could no longer discover the secrets of another's heart; 
this absolute power of denouncing and pardoning, un- 
questionably ceased to exist. 

But there is another acceptation of " binding and 
loosing." The ministers of Christ have an indisputable 
authority to lay on, or take off, ecclesiastical censures. 
Notorious sinners were, in primitive times, disgraced 
and ejected from the Church ; nor were they re-admitted, 
till they had openly acknowledged, and expressed con- 
trition for their offences. This practice was a check upon 
flagitious conduct, and its discontinuance is annually 
regretted by our Church, in the preface to her Com- 
mination Service. 

Priestly absolution, as adopted in our ritual, is an 
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authoritative declaration proDounced by God's minister, 
pf ' the terms on which his Master will forgive trans- 
gression. It has been contended, that, to such of the 
congregation assembled as truly repent and unfeignedly 
believe, a pardon is conveyed, through the ministry of 
the priest, when he utters the absolutory words. From 
the place which the absolution occupies in the liturgy, 
and both statute* and rubric forbidding its being read 
by any one below the order of a priest, it certainly does 
appear that something more is intended by it, than a 
mere reiteration of the scripture ti'uth contained in the 
first sentence of our service. 

In the Visitation of the sick, there occurs an absolution 
concluding with the indicative form ; *' I absolve thee." 
But the priest then expressly declares to the penitent, 
that he speaks by no authority of his own. He acts ac- 
cording to the best of his knowledge, in judging of the 
sick man's spiritual state, and should there be no reason 
to suspect insincerity, may absolve him, " if he humbly 
and heartily desire it :** but the absolution is then only 
valid in heaven, when the repentance of the offender is 
sincere. It were impious to suppose that a fallible minis- 
ter can pronounce an unconditional absolution, llie 
binding and loosing of the apostles was absolute; be- 
cause, in. such matters, being guided by God, it was im- 
possible they should ever be mistaken. 

" The Resurrection,** ^c. 

The great scripture truth which we acknowledge in -the 

* See Shepherd on the Coininon Prayer. 
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cre^d, when we profess to believe the resurrection of the 
body, is, that all mankind wiD, at the day of judgment, 
appear, soul and body, in the presence of God, that they 
may be recompensed according to their actions in this 
life(p). 

That the dead shall rise with bodies is manifest from 
scripture (^) ; but that the identical pai'ticles which 
were buried shall rise, to be re-tenanted by the soul which 
had deserted them at death, is more than we are author- 
ized to infer. All bodies are not buried ; some are de- 
voured ; the particles of some pass into other substances, 
which, being taken as nutriment, become portions of 
other men. It was to ridicule the idea of the restoration 
of buried particles, that the heathens burnt the bodies of- 
the Christian martyrs, and scattered their ashes to the 
wind. In vindication of a belief that the same body will* 
rise which, in this life, was formerly united to the soul, 
the following considerations may be urged. Philoso-- 
phical inquirers are well aware that the animate body is* 
continually changing. Portions of its substance are 
always ' passing off by insensible perspiration, and in 
various ways ; so that the same individual, in the course 
of a long life, may be said to have twrn out several 
bodies. If we suppose, at the resurrection, any one of 
these bodies to be united to the soul which had before 
resided in it, this notion of identity does even more than 
come up to the doctrine delivered in scripture. 

But the pious, learned, and acute Archbishop Tillot- 
son, admits that the body to be raised at the resurrection. 
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may consist of particles different from those which had 
^ any time constituted the body of the man, between 
the hour pf his nativity and his death. Whatever par- 
ticles shall be joined to the soul, conscious of its identity 
and sensible of retribution, will then be as truly the body 
pf that soul, as any which had been united to it ages 
before. 

, The opinion that it is consciousness which makes the 
same person, is maintained by the celebrated Locke. His 
opinion was impugned as at variance with scripture, 
but he earnestly repelled the charge. He contends, that 
revelation, while expressly declaring the resurrection of 
the tame pertan, as an accountable agent, has nowhere 
affirmed that it should be with the same body as had been 
formerly united to the soul. He admits that it may be 
ao, but denies that it is revealed. 

Between the body which was buried, and that which 
shall be raised, a difference is expressly asserted by the 
apostle: the one corruptible, dishonoured, natural; the 
other incorruptible, glorified, and spiritual : the one 
earthy, the other heavenly : not flesh and blood, such as 
the bodies we now have, since " flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God," 1 Cor. zv. 50 ; not " this 
earthly house," in which we dwell as in a tent, 2 Cor. v. 
1, but a building of God, eternal in the heavens. A 
sameness in some respects, but a diversity in others, 
appear to be deducible from scripture language ; and this 
view affords an answer to the sceptical cavils with which 
the doctrine of the resurrection has been assailed. 
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Oar Lord, indeed, rose with the identical body that 
was crucified, dead, and buried ; but his body never 
underwent corruption ; and in order the more fully to 
convince his disciples that it was he and no other that 
had risen from the dead, his veiy wounds continued 
visible and unhealed. External marks of identity were 
requisite, that the proofs of his resurrection might be 
indubitable. These are points of dissimilitude between 
Christ's resurrection, and the general resurrection of the 
dead to judgment, which forbid our expecting an exact 
correspondence in minute and unimpoitant particulars. 

A doctrine intended to influence all men, and to estiab- 
lish their belief in a future retribution, we might expect 
to be delivered in popular phraseology, adapted to the 
comprebension of the multitude. Thus, because the 
majority of the dead are interred, they are spoken of, by 
a common figure, as " they which are in the graves :* 
and no more may be implied than the universality of the 
resurrection, when the sea and the grave are conjointly 
mentioned, and represented as yielding up their dead for 
judgment. This earth may be considered as a spacious 
cemetery, which will deliver up the buried particles of its 
deceased inhabitants, to be modified as the wisdom of 
the Omnipotent shall determine, when he unites them, 
at the last judgment, cither all or in part, to the conscious 
and responsible soul. 

Mr. Locke has piously and truly remarked, that 
the appellation St. Paul bestows on the presumptuous 
inquirer, L Cor. xv. 36, should deter us from decid7 
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iiig either for, or against, the resurrection of the same 
body at the last day.* 

" And the life everlasting. Amen** 

Life is put for happiness, because there can be no hap- 
piness without life. " Narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto life^ Matt. vii. 14. " If thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments," xix. 17. In these passages, 
the word " life" denotes the joys of heaven. Security be- 
ing essential to perfect enjoyment, the felicity of hea- 
ven is everlasting: which epithet the scripture often 
a^ds to the word life, when speaking of the happiness 
reserved. for the good. *' The wicked shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life 
eternal." Matt. xxv. 46. 

Death is used for extreme misery by a similar figure, 
because men consider death to be the greatest evil. The 
everlasting punishment of the wicked hereafter, is called, 
in the Apocalypse, " the second death.** Rev. ii. 11. 

Amen, at the end of a creed or declaration, is indica- 
tive, and testifies entire assent. At the conclusion of a 
prayer, it has an optative sense, and denotes the hearty 
concurrence of the speaker, in the petitions to which it is 
subjoined. The former is its meaning in the Commina- 



* In a work like the present, the author would have abstained 
from entering upon the question at all; but it seemed to him advisa- 
ble to anticipate infidelity, and deprive its insinuations of that air of 
novelty which is calculated to startle and mislead the youngs 
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tion service^ when the congregation, by answeiiDg 
" Amen** to each threat, express their belief in the cer- 
tain accomplishment of the vengeance of God against 
offenders. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) John iii. 8. " The wind bloweth where it listethi and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth ; so is every one that is bom of the Spirit" The 
mighty, though invisible, operation of God's Spirit is here com- 
pared to the agency of the wind. Tn the original, the same word 
denotes " the wind," and ** the Spirit." As the wind, from its 
subtilty, is imperceptible to the eye, but manifests, in its effects, 
its presence and its power, so are tiiere objects in the universe 
undiscemible by the senses, yet really existent and mighty in 
operation. 

John XX. 22. ** He breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
' Receive ye the Holy Ghost.' " The promise of the Spirit was here 
conveyed to the disciples by the breath of Jesus. Ghost, in old 
English, signifies hreaiky and is derived from the same root as 
gtutf a blast of wind ; but now it is almost entirely restricted to 
denote an immaterial substance. Such terms are the most apposite 
that language can supply, to express the nature and efficacy of 
invisible power. 

Acts ii. 2. '* And suddenly there came a sound from heaven 
as of a rushing mighty wind. . . . And the apostles were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost." 

(h) Mattxxviii. 19. " Go ye, therefore," &c. Page 1. 

(c) John XV. 26. *' But when the Comforter is come, whom I 
will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me." 

(<0 2 Thess. ii. 13. *' God hath from the beginning (of the 
apostles' preaching) chosen you (Thessalonians) to salvation, (a 
state of salvation, see page 4,) through sanctification of the Spirit, 
and belief of the truth." 

(e) Eph. iv. 30. *< Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God." 
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1 Cor. ii 10. " The Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God." 

Rom. viii. 26. " The Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot he uttered." Here the neuter pro- 
noun has heen used hj our translators, through their literally 
following the Greek. Spirity in the Greek language, is neuter ; 
so are sometimes the words «<m,* young penotiff' deity ;X and a 
neuter article, &c. accordingly conjoined with them. This usage 
therefore, is consistent with personality ; uor does it here impugn 
the personality of the agent, which the act of intercession implies. 

(}) Col. i. 18. ** The Son of God is the head of the hody, the 
Church." 

(ff) Rom. i. 7. ** To all that he in Rome, heloved of God, 
called to be saints." L e. Christians. 

(h) John i. 16. ** And of his fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace." i. e. an accumulation of the most signal benefits. 

(t) 1 Cor. 25, 26. " The members should have the same care 
one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it ; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice 
with it." 

Rom. xiL 15. " Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep." 

(j) 1 John iii. 4. " Sin is the transgression of the law.** 

(k) Heb. ix. 22. " Without shedding of blood is no remission." 

(0 Mark xvi. 16. " He that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
saved." 

Matt zxvi. 28. " This is my blood of the New Testament, which 
is shed for many, for the remission of sins.'* 

(m) Acts xxii. 16. " Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.'* 

Mark i. 4. " John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins." 

(n) Matt. xvi. 19. '* I will give unto thee (Peter) the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven : (power of admitting into, or excluding 
from, the Christian Church :) and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt loose 

* rkKvov. f Kopdfftov, J ^«ov. 
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on earth shall be loosed in heaven." The same promise is made 
to the other apostles, Ch. xxriii. 18. 

(o) John XX. 23. ** Whose soever sins ye (the disciples) remit, 
they are remitted unto them ; and whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are'retained." 

(p) 1 Cor. XV. 52. " The dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we (i. e. whoever are found alive at the day of judgment) shall be 
changed." 

John V. 28, 29. *' All that are in the graves shall hear the voice 
of the Son of man, and shall come forth ; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life : and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation.*' 

{q) 1 Cor. XV. 44. " It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spi- 
ritual body." 

Q.— " What dost thou chiefly learn,** &c. 
A, — " First, I learn to believe," &c. 

The answerer in the Catechism, whoever he be, is consi- 
dered as one of the elect people of God, because he ha 
been chosen out of the infidel world, and received into 
the Christian Church, Such are sanctified, or set apart 
to God's service, at baptism, and are furnished with the 
means of grace. 

" In this brief, but satisfactory summary of the chief 
doctrines of the Apostles' Creed, our Church, (says Arch- 
bishop Whately,) very wisely and scripturally, sets before 
us the relations in which the Most High stands towards 
us, of Maker, Redeemer, and Sanctifier ; thus adhering 
to the apparent design of Holy Writ, which seems to be, 
for the most part, to reveal to us (at least, to insist on, 
among the essential articles of faith] with a view to our 
practical benefit, not so much what the Deity is in him- 
self, as what he is relatively to us." 
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Q.— " You said that your Godfathers," &c. 

A.-'" Ten." 

Q.—" Which be they." 

A. — " The same which God spake/* &c. 

The second book of the Bible is called Exodus, because 
it describes the departure of the Israelites from Egypt : 
by the king of which country they had been reduced to 
a state of bondage, and compelled to hard labour in build- 
ing and brickmaking. 

I. " Thou shall have" tfc. 

The first commandment, as addressed to the Jews, prohi- 
bited a compliance with heathen idolatries, or the offer 
of religious honour to any other but God. The forms 
of idolatry that most prevailed, were either the worship 
of the heavenly bodies, as originally practised by the 
Chaldeans or Babylonians ; or the more gross adoration 
of birds, beasts, and plants, which had its rise among 
the people of Egypt. Deceased persons who had been 
eminent for either virtues or vices, were enrolled among 
the heathen gods ; also diseases, the elements, monsters, 
and phantoms of the imagination. 

The first commandment, evangelically extended, for- 
bids all inordinate affection for this world (a). If we do 
not love God better, and think of him oftener,. than we 
love or think of any other object existing, in the spirit of 
the law we are idolaters. 
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TEXTS. 

(a) Phil. iii. 19. " Whose end is destruction, whose god is their 
belly, and whose glory is their shame, who mind earthly things." 

Col. iii. 5. ** Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon 
the earth ; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil ^con- 
cupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry." 

II. " Thou Shalt not make,"* ^c* 

The second commandment is directed against idolatry 
in the strict and proper meaning of the term. It prohi- 
bits adoration to be paid to an image, or any other ob- 
ject manufactured by art, whether intended to represent 
an imaginary deity, or merely symbolical of the true. Of 
the former description were the heathen images : of the 
latter, was the golden calf in the wilderness, which Aaron 
made at the suggestion of the people (a). The golden 
calves of Jeroboam in Israel, like that of Aaron, were 
only designed as symbols of Jehovah himself (6). Yet, 

* The papists, sensible that the second conunandment expressly 
forbids the corrupt practice <>f their Church, have presumed, in 
some of their Catechisms, to expunge it firom the decalogue. To 
preserve the number ten, they have followed those writers who 
reckon as one the first and second commandments, and who divide 
the tenth into two : on the principle, that to covet the wife of ano- 
ther is a crime extremely different in its nature'from the desire of 
his other possessions. St. Austin argues plausibly in favour of 
this arrangement, (Quasi, super Exodum,) though he assigns 
a somewhat fanciful reason for considering the first four command- 
ments as but three. In the tenth commandment, as given by St 
Austin, the second clause, which appears in our copies, is omitted, 
and constitutes the ninth commandment : ix. '< Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife." x. '* Thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour's house, nor his servant,'' &c. 
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m Scripture^ these emblems are denominated idols, and 
the worshippers of them were idolaters (c). 

The cherubim on the mercy-seat, or lid of the ark, 
were figures made by the divine command, but never 
exhibited as objects of worship ; nor, on the entrance of 
of the high priest into the holy of holies, did he perform 
any act of adoration to the cherubim, though he might 
worship the miraculous symbol of God's glory, which 
rested on the mercy-seat between them (<f). 

The philosophical part of the heathen world alleged, 
in vindication of their idolatrous practices, that they wor- 
shipped the true God under a visible t3rpe. Admitting 
that such had been indeed their intention, the Fathers 
disallowed the validity of the excuse, and pressed home 
to them the charge of idolatry. Image-worship was un- 
known in the Christian Church, for the first three centu- 
ries or more.f The Church of Rome now attempts to 
justify her practice, on the plea before adopted by the 
heathen idolaters. 

God is said to feel jealousy and other passions, by a 
licence of speech adapted to our faculties ; that we may 
form more vivid notions of his providence, and conceive 
more powerful inducements to our duty. When the 
dealings of the Almighty have any resemblance to the 
acts which human passion urges us to perform. He is 
said to be influenced by the feeling or passion, which, in 
such a case, would actuate the conduct of men. Jea- 

f Against Image-worship, vide Augustine, Jerome, Eusebius. 
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lousy is ascribed to him, that we may form au idea of 
the heavy punishments awaiting idolatry, and the affront 
and dishonour which are offered to God, when the heart 
is devoted to another : God being represented as the 
husband of his people, and their worship of idols, as the 
crime of a wife who withdraws her affections from her 
husband. So Christ and his Church are described, in 
the New Testament, under the figure of a bride and 
bridegroom. 

The visiting of the sins of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, was probably confined to the violation of this com^ 
mandment, and affected only the temporal welfare of the 
parties obnoxious to the threat. The righteous will 
surely be accepted of God, whatever the iniquity of 
their progenitors may have been (e). Yet we are justi- 
fied in concluding, that the wickedness of the parent will 
impose an increased necessity of exertion on the son 
who would obtain the divine favour and mercy. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Exod. xzxii. 4. " And Aaron fashioned it with a graving- 
tool, after he had made it a molten calf; and they said 'These 
be thy gods, O Israel, which hroogfat thee up out of the land of 
EgypC" 

(b) 1 Kings zii. 28. ** Whereupon the king took counsel, and 
made two calves of gold, and said unto them, * It is too much for 
you to go up to Jerusalem : behold thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.' " 

(c) Acts vii. 41. " And they made a calf in those days, and 
offered sacrifice unto the idol." 

Hosea viii. 4, 5, " Of their silver and their gold have they 
made them idols, that they may be cut off. Thy calf, O Samaria, 
hath cast thee off.'' i. e. being a senseless idol, avails thee nothing. 
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(d) Lev. xvi. 2. " And the Lord said unto Moses, * Speak onto 
Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holj 
place within the vail before the mercy-seat, which is upon the ark ; 
that he die not : for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy- 
seat.' " 

{e) Ezek. xviii. 20. ** The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The 
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son : the righteousness of the right- 
eous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
upon him," 

III. " Tkou Shalt not take" &c. 

The third commandment, as it stands in the decalogae, 
is primarily opposed to the great sin of perjuiy ; that is, 
solemnly calling on the name of God, to witness the 
truth of an assertion or promise, which the speaker 
either knows to he absolutely false, or is conscious may 
very possibly be untrue. 

The Jews thought it lawful to swear in common con^ 
versation, if they abstained from a direct mention of the 
sacred name. They swore by heaven, by earth, by Je- 
rusalem, by the altar, the temple, and the gold. Our 
Saviour reprehends this absurd and wicked custom, 
which implicated the invocation of the Deity himself. In 
such a manner, (that is, by a subterfuge, and upon light 
occasions,) the Christian is compi^pded to " swear not at 
air (a). 

An oath, in a solemn and important matter, was not 
declined by our Lord himself (6) ; was used by St. 
Paul, in confirmation of his veracity (c), and was fre- 
quently taken by the primitive Christians. 
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To mention in a thoaghtless, irreverent way, any one 
of the three Persons in the sacred Trinity, is to violate 
the third commandment. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Matt. V. 33. et seqq. *' Ye have heard that it hath been 
said by them of old tune, Thou shalt not forswear thyself but shalt 
perfonn unto the Lord thine oaths. But I say unto you, Swear 
not at all : neither by heaven, for it is God's throne : nor by the 
earth, for it is his footstool" &c 

(jb) Matt xxvi. 63, et seqq. " And the high priest answered 
and said unto him, * I adjure thee by the living God, that thou 
tell us, whether thou be Christ, the son of God.' Jesus saith un- 
to him, * Thou hast said.' " This was the Jewish form of admin- 
istering a judicial oath. See Lev. v. 1. " And if a soul (L e. any 
man) sin, and hear the voice of swearing, (L e. of acQuration to speak 
the truth,) and is a witness, whether he hath seen or known of itj 
if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity." 

(«) 2 Cor. i. 23. *^ Moreover I call God for a record upon my 
soul, that to spare you I came not a^ yet unto Corinth." 

IV. " Remember that thou keep" Sfc, 

The Sabbath day signifies the day of rest, which, under 
the law, was the seventh day of the week : the day on 
which God rested, or ceased, from the work of creation. 
This commandment, which was strictly binding upon the 
Jews, was particularly adapted to a worldly-minded peo- 
ple, whom it forced, by compelling a total abstinence 
from employment, to think, once in seven days, of the 
providence of Grod, and allow to the labourer and cattle 
that respite, with which a merciful Creator thought pro- 
per to indulge them. 

D 
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The Sabbath-day is kept holy by cessation from 
work, and devoting the leisure afforded by that cessation 
to the immediate and especial sendee of God. 

The Jews assembled to worship on the Sabbath (a) : 
they also doubled the daily sacrifice (6) : and it is very 
probable that the priests and Levites then read and 
expounded some portions of the law (c). 

" The stranger within thy gates/' means any Gentile 
or foreigner, who lived among the Jews and had em- 
braced their religion. 

How impatiently, at one time, the restraint of this 
commandment was borne by a nation so addicted to gain, 
appears from the manner in which the prophets 
reproach them for polluting and profaning the Sab- 
bath {d) ; though, in the age of our Saviour, they affected 
to keep it with a minute and superstitious exactness (e). 

We may collect from the conduct and precepts of our 
Lord, how far the fourth commandment is binding upon 
Christians. He attended public worship (f) ; nor does 
he any where discountenance the strict observance of the 
Sabbath among the Jews, except when their foolish, 
overstrained interpretations, were plainly detrimental to 
the good of mankind. In eveiy case of necessity and 
charity, he relaxed the pressure of the Mosaic yoke. 
His disciples were allowed to pluck the ears of com, to 
rub and to eat them on the Sabbath day, in order to satis- 
fy their hunger ; though the Jews, who considered this 
a sort of reaping, denied that it was lawful to do so on 
the Sabbath. He healed the sick upon the Sabbath 
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day ; an act, concerning the propriety of which the Pha- 
risees appear to have douhted {g). He afiirmed that the 
Sahhath was instituted by God for the benefit of human 
creatures ; so that whatever is indispensable to the wel- 
fare of man is allowed by the Sabbatical precept (h). 
On this day, acts of devotion and benevolence, with a 
reasonable attention to works of necessity, will character- 
ize the conduct of the earnest Christian. 

It is a violation of this day to neglect public worship ; 
to transact worldly business, or encourage those who do ; 
to engage in light amusements, or mental recreations 
that have no direct tendency to promote religious 
thoughts ; to prevent the attendance of our servants at 
Church, or allow no abatement of their ordinary labour ; 
and to oppress the brute creatbn by urging them to ef- 
forts that imbitter the existence they were intended, to 
enjoy. 

" If every person," says Bishop Blomfield, " who pre- 
tends to any religion, would fairly pat it to his own consci- 
ence and reason, what kind of employment on the Sun- 
day would be really most conducive to his own improve- 
ment, and to the honour of religion, he would need no 
casuist to resolve him what might, or might not, be done 
upon the Lord's day." 

When St. Paul represents it as a matter of opinion, 
whether any one day should be regarded above another, 
the allusion is to Jewish observances (i). Some of the 
early Christians imagined it necessary, to keep the festi- 
vals and adhere to the precepts enjoined by the Mosaic 
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law. Othei*s, by openly contemning these scruples^ 
did violence to the feelings of their weaker brethren. St. 
Pad asserts the liberty of a Christian in matters, that, of 
themselves, are neither right nor wrong, but the lawful- 
ness or unlawfulness of which depends on the decision 
of the private judgment. 

Sunday, the day of our Lord's resurrection, was fixed 
by the apostles and primitive Christians for religious 
assemblies and public worship (j). It was honoured by 
the name of the Lord's day (k). 

"It is the will of the new law," says a venerable Father, 
** that the Sabbath of a Christian should be continual."* 
The more truly and vitally religious a man is, the more 
pleasmg to his mind will be the spiritual Sabbath which 
the Christian is called upon to keep. He will delight in 
the increased opportunities which it offers, of indulging 
those sentiments and practising those virtues which 
the necessary business of the world impedes, and 
which, but for the cares and interruptions of the world, 
would cause him " to esteem," and to spend " every day 
alike," — (Rom.xiv.5.) 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Lev. xxiii. 3. " Six days shall work be done : but the se- 
venth day is the Sabbath of rest, an holy convocation." 
' (b) Num. xxviiL 9, 10. '* And on the Sabbath day thou shalt 
offer two lambs of the first year, without spot, and two tenth deals 
of flour, for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and the drink offer- 

• 2a/3j3ari(ctv rffiag 6 Kaivbg vofiog diairavrbg iOkXti, — ^Justin 
Martyr. 



yGoosle 



ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 37 

ing thereof: this is the burnt offering of every Sabbath, beside the 
continual burnt offering, and his drink offering." 

(c) Acts XV. 21. '* For Moses of old time hath in every city 
them that preach him, being read in the sjmagogues every Sabbath 
day." 

{d) Ezek. XX. 13. " But the house of Israel rebelled against me 
in the wilderness ; they walked not in my statutes, and they des- 
pised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them ; 
and my Sabbaths they greatly polluted.'' 

Amos viii. 4, 5. *' Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy; 
even to make the poor of the land to fail, saying, * When will the 
new moon be gone, that we may sell com ? and the Sabbath, that 
we may set forth wheat ?' " 

(e) Matt xiL 1, 2. ** At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath 
day through the com ; and his disciples were an hungered, and 
began to pluck the ears of com, and to eat. But when the Pharisees 
saw it, they said unto him, * Behold thy disciples do that which is 
not lawful to do upon the Sabbath day.' " 

(/) Luke iv. 16. " And^he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up ; and, as his custom was, he went into the syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read." 

(g) Matt. xii. 10. *' And behold, there was a man which had his 
hand withered. And they asked him, saying, ' Is it lawful to 
heal on the Sabbath day V that they might accuse him.'' 

(h) Mark ii. 27. ** And he said unto them, * The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.' " 

(t) Rom. xiv. 5. " One man esteemeth one day above another: 
ano^er esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind." 

(j) Acts. XX. 7. " And upon the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to break bread, (i. e. receive the sacra- 
ment,) Paul preached unto them.'' 

(k) Rev. i. 10. "I (St. John) was in the Spirit on the Lord's 
day." 

V. " Honour thy father,"* Sfc. 

Since we have derived from our parents, life, main- 
tenance, and education, and their love for us is of a 
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nature so pure and so disinterested, as to resemble, in 
some measure, that of God for his creatures, the duty 
whi^h comes next to that of reverencing the Deity is to 
honour one's father and one's mother. 

In the word " honour" are comprehended all offices of 
kindness. Our Lord very sharply rebuked the Jews for 
attempting to evade this pious duty, under the pretence 
of appropriating to religious uses the property that 
should have succoured their necessitous parents {a). 

All who are set over us in Church or State, and 
whose public or private duties are similar to those which 
a parent is bound to observe towards his children, are 
entided, by virtue of this fifth commandment, to their 
respective and proportionable degrees of honour {b). 

The promise under the law for obedience to this pre- 
cept, waa long life and enjoyment in the land of Canaan. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Matt. XV. 4, 5, 6, 7. " God commanded, saying, Honour 
thy father and mother : and, he that curseth father or mother, let 
him die the death. But ye say, yThosoever shall say to his father 
or his mother, It is a gift, (i. e. an offering to God,) by whatsoever 
thou mighest be profited by me, and honour not his fiither or his 
mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the conunandment 
of God of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites !" 

{b) 1 Pet. ii. 17. ** Honour all men : (i. e. your superiors ; 
or, as St Paul says, Rom. ziiL 7, those to whom honour is due.) 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.'' 

Heb. ziii. 17. " Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account The latter words shew that the persons to be 
obeyed are they who have a spirituai charge : they ** who have 
spoken to us the word of God|" verse 7 ; the duly appointed min- 
isters of the Church," 
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VI. " Thou shalt do no murder** 

Our Lord extends the commandment against murder as 
far as to the prohihition of all causeless anger, immode- 
rate passion, and exasperating language. Envy, ha- 
tred, and malice, are the seeds of murder ; and he who 
cherishes these deadly sentiments is already a murderer 
in his heart (a). 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Matt. V. 21, 22. "Ye have heard that it was said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt not kill ; and whosoever shall kill shall be 
in danger of the judgment : but I say unto you, That whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, (i. e. 
dolt, worthless fellow,) shall be in danger of the council: but 
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, (a more opprobrious term than 
Baca,) shall be in danger of hell fire." *< The judgment," << the 
council,'' and *< the being burnt in Gehenna," (translated "hell 
fire'' in our English version,) allude to Jewish customs, and 
figuratively denote the punishments of the invisible world. 

1 John iiL 15. " Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.'' 

Vn. " Thau shalt not commit adultery.** 

Under the seventh commandment we are to class the 
interdictions against all immodesty in thought or con- 
duct (a). It is also considered to denounce intemper- 
ance ; a crime more expressly forbidden by the gospel (6) . 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) 1 Pet. ii. 11. " Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul." 



y Google 



40 A SHORT COMMENTARY 

£ph. V. 3, 4. " But fornication, and all uncleanuess, or covet- 
ousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints ; 
(see page 26;) neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting." 

(b) Luke zzi. 34. " Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time 
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares." 
" That day'' means the day of death, or the last judgment, pre- 
figured in the text by the destruction of Jerusalem. 

VIII. " Thou shall nol sleair 

The commandment against theft prohibits dishonesty of 
every degree and description. The unjast acquisition of 
the meanest trifle is sufficient to constitute a theft : for it 
is not the valiie of the thing obtained, but the manner 
of gelling il, that makes the crime. Extortion (a), the 
using of false weights and measures (6), overreaching^ 
and withholding from a creditor his due, all underhand 
practices for interest's sake, are so many species of the 
same offence (c). 

TEXTS. 

(a) 1 Cor. vL 10. ** Extortioners shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God.'' 

{b) Prov. xi. 1. *' A false balance is abomination to the Lord.*' 

(c) Mark x. 19. " Defiraud not." 

IX. " Thou shall not bear" ^c. 

To bear false wilness, in its primary acceptation, is to 
give false evidence in a court of justice; but the prohi- 
bition maybe extended to all other injuries inflicted by a 
slanderous, deceitful tongue (a). 



yGoosle 



ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 41 

" Neighbour" means any man ; whether friend or 
enemy ; near or distant ; relation^ countryman, and fel- 
low-believer ; or stranger, foreigner, heretic, and heathen 
(6). 

TEXTS. 

(a) James iv. 11. " Speak not evil one of another, brethren.*' 

{h) Luke X. 36, 37. ** Which now of these three, thinkest 

thon, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves f And he 

said. He that shewed mercy on him.*' See the parable of the good 

Samaritan. 

X. " Thou shall not covet;' ^c. 

The spirituality of the law is very discernible in the 
commandment that concludes the decalogue. It forbids 
unlawful wishes, and implies the necessity of watching 
and governing the heart. In the gospel morality, this 
duty is predominant (a) ; and the task, though difficult, 
will not be impossible to the devout and persevering 
Christian. Divine grace will enable him to keep the 
commandments, and attain to that measure of purity 
and holiness, without which it is certain that " no man 
shall see the Lord," Heb. xii. 14 (6). 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Mark vii. 18, 19. ** Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever 
thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him, 
because it entereth not into his heart 1" 

Luke vi. 45. ** A good man out of the good treasure of his 
heart bringeth forth that which is good ; and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil : 
for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh." 

(6) Phil. iv. 13. "I can do all things (i. e. required by Christi- 
anity) through Christ which strengtheneth mc." 
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2 Cor. X. 8, 4, 5. ** For though we walk in the flesh, we do 
not war after the flesh : (for the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds;) casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.*' i. e. though 
St. Paul was only a man, he extended the empire of Christ by no 
human means ; being empowered by God to promote the triumphs 
of grace, and destroy the influence of sin upon the heart. 

Q.—*' What dost thou chiefly learn," &c. 
A. — " I learn two things," &c. 
Q. — " What is thy duty towards God ?*' 
A.—" My duty towards God," &c. 

In the exposition of the duty which we owe to God, the 
Catechism, selecting the expressions from St. Luke, 
recounts the faculties with which God must be loved; 
viz. the heart, mind, soul, and strength. It does not ap- 
pear, that, by the use of these terms, any nice and minute 
distinctions are intended; but simply, that we should 
employ every energy we possess in cultivating the love 
that is due from us to God, and in proving our sincerity 
by obedience to his laws. 

Q. — " What is thy duty towards thy Neighbour ?" 
A. — " My duty towards my Neighbour," &c. 

The explanation given of our duty towards our neigh- 
bour, begins with the mention of that principle of love, 
on which bang all the law and the prophets. Whoever 
loves God, and, in bis dealings with others, behaves 
as he himself would desire to be dealt with, will be 
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guilty neither of impiety towards God, nor ankindness 
and injustice towards his neighbour. The subsequent 
enumeration, as far as the word '' betters/' amplifies the 
fifth commandment : " to liurt nobody" and " to bear 
no malice, * refer to the sixth : " to be ti-ue and just" and 
*' to keep the hands from picking and stealing,** belong 
to the eighth : " to keep the tongue from evil speaking" 
has relation to the ninth : " to keep the body in tem- 
perance," to the seventh : and the remaining clauses 
elucidate the tenth. 



The Lord's Prayer. 



" Our Father: 

That is, universal Father of us and our brother men. 
On Father, see the Creed, page 5. 

" Which art in heaven,*' 

Heavenly, in contradistinction to an earthly father. God 
fills the universe ; but the region of light wherein he 
reveals his glory to the blessed, is emphatically said to 
be the dwelling-place of God, and is the meaning of 
" heaven," in the Lord's Prayer (a). 

" Hallowed be thy name" 

" Hallowed," i. e. considered holy by aU men ; that God 
may be worshipped as he ought to be. 
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" Thy kingdom corned 

The kingdom of God, of Christ, or of heaven, is that 
dominion of God's Spirit over the human heart, which 
is begun in this world, and completed in the next. In 
this clause of the Lord s Prayer, we offer a petition for 
the diffusion of the gospel and obedience to the faith : — 
in the language of the Catechism, " that we may serve 
God as we ought to do." 

" Thy will he done;' tfc. 

This is a petition that, as the angels of the Lord, his 
ministers, perform his commandments and his pleasure, 
Psal. ciii. 20, 21, so we may be always ready to acqui- 
esce in his dispensations, and in aU things '' obey him 
as we ought to do." 

" Give us this day,'* ^c, 

" Daily bread ;" i. e. a supply of food and clothing suf- 
ficient for our present necessities. No more is to be 
asked, that we may indicate dependance on the Provi- 
dence of our heavenly Father. We must not " take 
thought" (be distracted with anxiety) for a future which 
is entirely at God's disposal. 

" And forgive tis our trespasses,*' Sfc. 
" Trespasses ;" i. e. sins ; for sin is a trespass, or trans- 
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gression, of the law," 1 John iii. 4. The word " debts/' 
in St. Matthew, has a similar meaning. Sin is a debt : 
for he who commits sin owes the penalty to justice *, 
reparation to the injured, and satisfaction to God. 

" And lead us not/* ifc. 

This is equivalent to " Give us not up unto our own 
hearts' lust," Psal. Ixxxi. 12. God is said to do that 
which he does not prevent : and in this sense only does 
he '* lead into temptation." Man, in his natural state, 
is inclined to prefer evil, and certainly voill, if he omit 
the duty of praying for ability to choose what is good. 
Temptation means trial, and, in this place, denotes an 
overpowering allurement to sin. It is sometimes em- 
ployed to signify the afflictions that evidence religious 
constancy. In such temptations there is cause for joy {h), 

" But deliver us from evil" 

Particulariy from spiritual evil, or that which may en- 
danger salvation. St. Chrysostom's interpretation is, 
" Deliver us from the wicked one," meaning Satan, (L e. 
adversary,) or the devil; and this interpretation is 
strengthened by passages in which the Greek can be ren- 
dered in no other sense (c). We may pray, however, 
against physical evil, if we pray with humility, patience. 



* Hence the classical phrases, Poenas dare, luere, solvere, to pay 
satisfaction, be punished. 
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and resignation. Our Saviour so prayed in the garden 
of Gethsemane, and St. Paul acknowledges that he thrice 
besought the Lord to be delivered from the " thorn in 
the flesh/' which is thought to signify some corpoi-al in- 
firmity. We cannot do better than offer the petition as 
the Catechism excellently expounds it, ** and that it will 
please him to save and defend us/' &c. 

Our Church sometimes adds (though she more fre- 
quently omits) the doxology, or form of giving glory to 
God : " For thine is the kingdom/' &c., in the former 
case, following the text of St. Matthew, and in the latter, 
the authority of St Luke. It is probable, that our Sa- 
viour, upon different occasions, may have dictated the 
prayer with a similar variety to that which exists in the 
two gospels* 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) 1 Kings viii. 30. " And hearken thou to the supplication of 
thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray to- 
ward this place; (the temple at Jerusalem;) and hear thou in 
heaven, thy dwelling-place ; and when thou hearest, forgive." 

(b) James i. 2. " My brethren, count it all joy, when ye fall 
into divers temptations." 

(c) Matt. xiiL 19. *< Then cometh the wicked one, and catch- 
eth away that which was sown in his heart" In St. Mark iv. 15, 
the words are, '' Satan cometh immediately," &c 

Matt. xiii. 38. <*The field is the world ; the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom ; but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one." 

{d) Matt zxvi. 39. '* And he went a little farther, and fell on 
his fiice, and prayed, saying, * O my Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me : nevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.' " 
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{e) 2 Cor. xii. 7. 8. <' And lest I should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given 
to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to boffet me, 
lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I be- 
sought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.'' 

Q. — " How many Sacraments ** &c. 
A.^'' Two only," &c. 

The word Sacrament denotes, in its original accepta- 
tion, the oath of fidelity and obedience to his com- 
mander, which every soldier among the ancient Romans 
was called upon to take, when he was enlisted. The ex- 
pression is applicable to baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
which are oaths of fidelity and obedience to the Captain 
of our salvation. We engaged, at our baptism, to fight 
manfully under Christ's banner against sin, the world, 
and the devil. In the Communion, we profess ourselves 
members of the Church militant; (i. e. warring against 
evil;) a term which corresponds with the baptismal pro- 
mise to continue to our lives' end, " Christ's faithful sol- 
diers and servants." 

Any ceremony of our religion that was figurative or 
mystical, the early writers of the western Church * were 
accustomed to denominate a Sacrament. Our Church, 
in her homily " of Common prayer and sacraments," al- 
ludes to the indeterminate meaning of this expression, 
as it occurs in the ancient ecclesiastical writers : and the 



* So called, in contradistinction to the more ancient Greek or 
eastern Churches. 
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catechism defines, with precision and perspicuity, the 
Protestant sense of the word Sacrament, 

It is affirmed by St. Austin, that every sort of sign, 
if it relate to things sacred, is a sacrament ; yet he pre- 
eminently distinguishes Baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
remarking that the sacraments ordained by Christ are 
the fewest in number and the easiest to be observed. 

The sacraments are " generally necessary to salva- 
tion," because they are positively appointed by Christ ; 
whose known commands must be implicitly obeyed by 
those who trust in him for immortality. The word 
" generally " serves to restrict the assertion, that we may 
lean, where there is doubt, to the charitable side, and 
avoid a harsh judgment in pailicular cases. 

Q.— " What meanest thou " &c. 
A. — '' I mean an outward," &c. 

By grace is signified any favour or benefit, which he 
'who receives it had no claim to enjoy. — .^n inward spi- 
ritual grace means the powerful and efficacious, but in- 
visible, influence of God on the soul, by which its condi- 
tion is made better. 

Q, — *' How many parts " &c. 
A^-^" Two ; the outward," &c. 

There must, in order to constitute a sacrament, be first, 
some material or visible object, appropriated to a spintual 
purpose. Secondly, it must have been ordained by 
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Christ himself ^a>; not merely by his apostles or the 
primitive Charch. Thirdly, it must be not only a means 
of obtaining grace, bat its efficacy must be ratified by a 
promise from Scripture, that God's blessing will attend 
the observance of it {b). 

TEXTS. 

{a) Matt, xxviii. 19. ** Go ye and teach/' &c. See page I. 

Matt xvvi. 26, 27, 28. *' And as they were eating, Jesus took 
bread and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and 
said, * Take, eat ; this is my body.' And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave it to them, saying, * Drink ye all of it For this 
is my blood of the new testament, (covenant, religioD,) which is 
shed ior many for the remission of sins.' " 

(b) Acts ii. 38. *' Repent and be baptized every one of yon, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins." 

Mark xvL 16. « He that believeth and is baptized 9hall be 
saved." 

1 Cor. X. 16. << The cup of blessing which we bless, (i. e. the 
sacramental chalice of blessed wine,) is it not the communion of 
the blood of Christ ? The bread which we break, is it not the 
coDununiou of the body of Christ V* i. e. do not the sacred ele- 
ments communicate to the sincere receiver the spiritual benefits of 
our Saviour's death ? 

Q.—" What is the outward visible," &c. 
^.— " Water ; wherein," &c. 

Water is the material or visible substance appropriated 
to the sacrament of baptism. The most ancient form 
of baptizing is immersion ; though it is probable that 
sprinkling was occasionally adopted in the earliest ages 
of the Church ; as in the case of the three thousand who 

E 
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were baptized at the same time, and when the g&oler 
and his family were baptized in the night. Sick persons 
were certainly baptized by sprinkling ; which, on such 
occasions, was called clinic'"' baptism. 

The etymology of the word baptism is in favour of 
dipping : though it may be remarked that the term, in 
a figurative sense, is applied to the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit (a). 

No express command being given us in Scripture as 
to the manner in which the water should be applied, and 
sprinkling with water being a form of purification, ad- 
mitted on the authority of holy writ (b), our Church has 
left it to the option of the child's friends to prefer either 
sprinkling or immersion. The former practice now uni- 
versally prevails. 

To be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, means to be bound or engaged, by the sa- 
crament of baptism, to hold and observe the Christian 
faith and discipline ; for they were said to be baptized in 
any one's name, who, by receiving baptism, professed 
their readiness to receive his doctrines and submit to his 
authority. " The Israelites," says St, Paul, " were bap- 
tized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;" i. e. 
by following the pillar of the cloud, and passing through 
the Red Sea, they professed their willingness to embrace 
the religion which Moses was ordained to teach them. 1 
Cor. X. 2. 

* From the Greek word k\ivik6s, one sick in bed. 
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TEXTS. 

{a) Matt. iii. 11. "I indeed baptize you with water unto re- 
pentance ; but be tbat cometb after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear : he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire.'* 

(6) £zek. xxxvi. 25, ** Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall be clean." 

Q. — " What is the inward and spiritual," &c. 
A.—'* A death," &c. 

*' A death unto sin," means a disinclination to it (a) ; the 
being less sensitive to worldly pleasures, and consequently 
less liable to fall into temptation. This is the effect of 
God s grace, enabling us to appreciate and feel thoroughly 
the value of things eternal, and thereby diminishing our 
esteem for things temporal, and causing them, in com- 
parison, to appear as nothing. 

"A new birth unto righteousness," is the being admit- 
ted into the number of the children of God. In the 
child of promise, the growth of divine grace will be 
surely and unequivocally developed. He will be en- 
dowed with perceptions to discern what is good, and with 
feelings to desire what is profitable to salvation. This 
is a state of mind and heart so opposite to that of the 
worldly and irreligious, so different a prospect is opened 
to the eyes of him in whom these sentiments predominate, 
that whoever, from the condition he was placed in by 
nature, is brought to such a sense of God and things 
heavenly, is said to be a new creature, regenerate, or 
bom again. 

£2 
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We are born in sin, because Adam, our forefather, by 
his transgression, brought a curse upon all his posterity. 
How prone we are by nature to vice and wickedness, is 
sufficiently evident to common observation. " By one 
man's disobedience," says St Paul, " many were made 
sinners," Rom. v. 19 : and David exclaims, " [ was 
shapen in wickedness, and in sin did my mother con- 
ceive me," Ps. li. 5. 

The inward virtue of the sacrament of baptism, is, 
that " hereby we are made the children of grace :" i. e., 
eligible to God's favour and the blessings which it en- 
sures ; whereas, we are by nature the children of wrath, 
or liable to condemnation and punishment 

Our Church speaks of all baptized persons as regene- 
rate ; by which is signified that they are rendered capa- 
ble of enjoying the privileges of the Christian covenant, 
llie first step towiurds heaven has been taken at baptism ; 
the persons baptized having then made their vows, and 
used the means to which a promise is annexed. On 
God's part of the compact no failure can be imagined. 
Though his grace may be withdrawn from those who 
are baptized, yet this is their own fault; the consequence 
of their misconduct Our Church, therefore, prays that 
the person, thus regenerate, may be enabled to lead the 
remainder of his life according to so good a beginning,* 

Since it is the property of a sacrament, that it ratifies 
and conveys the assurance of a spiritual benefit, to deny 

* See the office for Public Baptism of infants. 
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of baptism what our Church ascribes to it, seems tanta* 
mount to rejecting it as a sacrament altogether, and im- 
puting to the divine " author and finisher of our faith," 
the institution of a needless ceremony. 

St. Paul calls baptism, '* the laver of regeneration," 
and couples it with " the renewing of the Holy Ghost," 
Tit. iii. 5 : i. e. the being placed in a new state, or a 
state of salvation, in which we were not bom by nature. 
Our Lord also affirms, that the being bom of water is 
essential to our admission into the kingdom of God, 
John iii. 5. 

When groundless scmples are so often entertained of 
unworthily receiving the sacrament of the Loiti's supper, 
it appears surprising that the sacrament of baptism should 
be treated with so little reverence. How seldom is the 
piety of godfathers and godmothers the reason for which 
they are selected ! How often are they ignorant of the 
duties they undertake, and how generally remiss in ful- 
filling them ! It should be well considered, that it is 
shocking profanation to make promises before Grod, 
which are either not understood, or never intended to be 
kept The duties of a sponsor are sacred and solemn^ 
No one should be chosen for a godfather or godmother, 
unless well instructed in the truths of the gospel, and of 
suitable good conduct and character. 

Can a blessing be expected on this holy sacrament, 
when parents and sponsors have only secular views, and 
are actuated by no religious motives whatever ? 
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TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Rom. vi. 3, 4. " Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death ? There- 
fore we are buried with him by baptism into death : that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life." The ancient me- 
thod of baptizing by immersion represented the death and burial of 
Christ, and denoted the desire of the person baptized to be dead 
unto sin, i. e. released from its dominion. By emerging out of 
the water, was figured Christ's resurrection, and the action was 
also considered to signify a resolution of entering upon a holy life. 

Rom. vi. 1,2. "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound ? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein ?" 

Q. — "What is required of persons," &c. 
^. — " Repentance, whereby," &c. 

Repentance implies a change of mind and purpose ; it 
imports shame and sorrow for the sins we have committed, 
and a fixed determination to forsake them in future. 

The promises annexed to baptism are forgiveness of past 
sins (a), and the being placed in a state of salvation (6). 
See the explanations to the second answer in the cate- 
chism : page 1. 

TEXTS. 

(a) Acta ii. 38. " Repent and be baptized" &c. Page 49. 
Acts xxii. 16. " Arise and be baptized" &c. Page 26. 
ib) Mark xvi. 16. ** He that believeth" &c. Page 49. 
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Q.— " Why then are Infants," &c. 

A. — Because they promise them hoth," &c. 

''Both/' i. e. Repentance and Faith. 

By the Sureties* are meant the godfathers and godmo- 
thers, who give security, hy a solemn promise, for the 
child's future ohedience. This promise extends to the 
taking proper care that the child he instructed in religi- 
ous principles, and acquainted with the sacred nature of 
the engagements that were made in its hehalf at haptism. ^ 

Whoever was cireumcised, we are told hy St. Paul,( 
was a dehtor to do the whole law. Gal. v. 3. This ohli-* 
gation, it is well known, was imposed upon infants, who 
were therehy admitted into covenant with God. Into 
similar covenant, although with greater privileges, we. 
helieve that Christian baptism admits young children ; 
that the promises then made for them conduce to*^ their 
benefit, and are binding on the conscience, as soon as 
they are old enough to feel the obligation under which 
they are laid. 



• The origin of these sureties is very ancient. They are men- 
tioned hy Justin Martyr and Tertullian, who flourished in the se- 
cond century. In the primitive ages, when Christian parents 
were so frequently removed from their families hy martyrdbm, the 
protection of sponsors, who engaged to provide for the religious 
education of the prohable orphan, was evidently of the utmost im- 
portance. But orphans are numerous in every age ; and the addi- 
tional security of the sponsurial vow, as a standing institution in 
the Church of Christ, is a precaution against which it would be 
difficult to urge any weighty and substantial objection. 
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The Church of England requires her young members 
to renew these promises at Confirmation. Being of an 
age to perceive the importance of the engagements^ and 
instructed in the manner of fulfilling them righdy^ it is 
just and relisonable that they should openly undertake a 
responsibility which so deeply concerns their welfare. 

In the ordinance of Confirmation ^ the Bishop prays 
that the persons to be confirmed may increase in the 
Holy Spirit ; may be strengthened, that is, by the help 
of God, to keep their resolutions, perform their duties, 
and improve in piety, the older they grow. And as the 
rite is conducive to the attainment of this end, (the 
strengthening of good intentions and a power of self con- 
trol,) it is aptly entitled " Confirmation.** 

The placing of the hand upon the head of a person on 
whom it was intended to invoke a blessing, is plainly a 
coiitom of the highest ^ntiqui^. The earliest mention 
of it occurs in Genesis, where Jacob blesses Ephraim and 
Manasses. Gen. xlviii. 14. That it was practised in the 
primitive rite of Confirmation appears from the Acts of 
the Apostles (a). It would seem that Confirmation was 
generally implied by the mention of this gesture alone. 
St. Paul, when he speaks of the '' laying on of hands,** 
puts it next in succession to the doctrine of baptisms ; 
and as he reckons them both among the elements of 
Christianity, there is no doubt that he alludes to Con- 
firmation (6). 

It needs hardly be remarked, that a neglect of this 
ordinance afibrds no exemption from the punishment to 
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be expected for infringing the baptismal promises. *' In- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish/' will be 
inflicted " upon every soul of man that doeth evil," Rom. 
ii. 8, 9. We are required, for the sake of our own 
advantage, to make a voluntary profession of intended 
holiness ; and to him who does so with sincerity of pur- 
pose, the means of becoming holy are afforded. An 
intentional disregard of the opportunities of grace will not 
only be followed by a sinful life^ but is itself an act of 
contemptuous disobedience, deserving and incurring the 
Divine displeasure. 

The rubric enjoins, that candidates for Confirmation 
be presented at a competent age. What is a competent 
age, the Church has left it to the discretion of the 
Bishop to determine.* The parties, it is evident^ 
should be old enough to comprehend^ not merely to 
repeat, the Catechism. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Acta viiL 17. *'Then laid they (Peter and John) their 
hands on them (the Samaritan converts who had been baptized) 
and they received the Holy Ghost." 

{h) Heb, vL 1, 2. " Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, (i. e. the rudiments of Christianity,) let us go 
on unto perfection ; (i. e. the sublimer doctrines ; the strong meat 
belonging to them that are of full age, Ch. v. 14 ;) not laying 
again the foundation of repentance from dead (sinful) works, and 
of faith towards God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on 
of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.'' 



* Candidates are not admitted, in the diocese of London, before 
they have attained their sixteenth year. 
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Q.—" Why was the Sacrament," &c. 

A, — "For the continual remembrance," &c. 

Our Redeemer s death was strictly a sacrifice ; the des- 
truction of a victim offered up to God, and appointed 
as an atonement for sin. It was the principal design of 
the Mosaic sacrifices to represent that real and effectual 
propitiation which Christ accomplished in the fulness of 
time (a). 

The sacrament of the Lord's Supper is a solemn me- 
morial, and not a repetition, of the atonement (6) : 
though the Romanists maintain, in opposition to scrip- 
ture, that, on every celebration of the Lord s Supper in 
the mass, the sacrifice of Christ is repeated (c). 

Unless our Saviour had died upon the cross, we could 
not have enjoyed an assurance of forgiveness. A bloody 
sacrifice was indispensable, since " without shedding of 
blood is no remission," Heb. x. 22. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Heb. x. 1. ** For the law having a shadow of good things 
to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with 
those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make 
the comers thereunto perfect." i. e. the Mosaic law, which ex- 
hibits but a shadow of the real and substantial blessings of the gos- 
pel, is insufficient to obtain pardon for, and render holy, the 
worshippers who place their dependance on it 

Heb. ix. 11, 12. ''But Christ being come an high priest of 
good things to come, (i. e. effecting in reality that forgiveness of 
sins of which the high priest only confirmed the expectation,) by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is 
to say, not of this building, neither by the blood of goats and 
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calves, but by his own blood, he entered in once into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.*' Christ entered 
heaven, to plead the merits of his death, as the high priest entered 
the holy place in the tabernacle, with the blood of beasts, to make 
a typical atonement. See Lev. xvi. and page 11. 

(6) Luke xxii. 19. ** And he took bread, and gave thanks, and. 
brake it, and gave unto them, saying, * This is my body which is 
given for you : this do in remembrance of me.' " 

(c) Heb. X. 12. ** This man, after he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins, for ever sat down on the right hand of God." 

1 Pet iii. 18. " For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjast, that he might bring us to God," i. e. procure 
for us the divine pardon and favour. 

Q. — " What is the outward part," &c. 
A—" Bread and Wine," &c. 

Nothing can be plainer than our Saviour s command- 
ment, that Christians, in celebrating the holy commu- 
nion, should not only partake of the symbols of his 
body, but drink of the wine, the emblem of his blood 
which was shed for the remission of sins (a). Yet the 
Romanists deny the chalice to the laity, pretending that 
the cup was given to the apostles in virtue of their 
priestly character. This is mere assertion, contradicted 
and disproved by passages which shew that both the 
bread and the cup were intended for all Christians 
alike (6). 

All antiquity is opposed to this corruption of the 
Romanists, which did not obtain before the fifteenth 
century. 

TEXTS, &c. 
(a) Matt. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. See page 49. 

Digitized by Google 



60 A SHORT COMMENTARY 

(b) 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28. " As often as ye eat this bofead, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. Where- 
fore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the 
Lord, unworthily, shall be gidlty of the body and blood of the 
Lord. (i. e. will have committed a shocking impiety.) But let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup.'* 

Q.— " What is the inward part," &c. 
.4.— "The Body and Blood,** &c. 

Our Church affirms, that the hody and hlood of Christ 
are ** verily and indeed taken ;" hut not physically and 
materially, as the Roman Catholics maintain. The lat- 
ter assert, that the consecrated elements are changed ; 
and that, instead of continuing to he hread and wine> 
they hecome the real hody and hlood of our Saviour. 
This doctrine, which they denominate " Transuhstan- 
tiation," and which militates against the very language 
of scripture (a), is no less pernicious than ahsurd ; since, 
hy rendering questionahle the evidence of the senses, it 
shakes the credihility of the gospel miracles, and threa- 
tens Christianity itself. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) Matt, xxvi 26, 27, 28. See page 49. When these words 
were spoken by our Lord to his disciples, he was living and un- 
wounded in their presence. The bread was but a figure of the 
body to be given ; the wine, of the blood to be shed. They were 
then symbols of the future, as they now are of the past 

Matt. xxvi. 29. '* But I say unto you, I will not drink hence- 
forth of thisyriM^ of the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father's kingdom." i. e. till we celebrate together 
the great last deliverance, in a state new to you, the future hap- 
piness of the blessed. 
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Q.— " What are the benefits," &c. 

A, — *'The strengthening and refreshing/* &c. 

The sacred elements, received with faith, do really con- 
vey to the devout communicant an increase of spiritual 
strength and resolution (a). He is more disposed to 
live piously and charitably, and assisted by God's grace 
to act up to his intentions. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) John vi. 54, 55. " Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
blood, (i. e. by faith and obedience applies to himself the benefits 
of my death and sufferings,) hath eternal life ; and I will raise 
him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed." i. e. availing to satisfy the desires of the 
soul, and conducive to a happy and eternal existence. 

Q.— " What is required of them," &c. 
A, — " To examine themselves," &c. 

Self-examination, in order to spiritual improvement, 
must be diligent, minute, and particular (a). We 
should review, with a bias inclining to severity, oar 
thoughts, our actions, and especially onr habits (6); that 
we may not be led into the dangerous error of supposing 
that the occasional performance of our duty may be sub- 
stituted for a life kabitually religious. A repentance 
which is founded on such an examination, is more likely 
to be safe and sincere. 

The sorrow which indicates a true repentance is not 
for the suffering which sin may occasion, but for having 
disobeyed and so offended God» The only criterion of 
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a true repentance is a visible and persevering reforma- 
tion. 

A lively faith is a belief in Christ which regulates the 
morals and behaviour ; which shews its quickening or 
vivifying power by " bringing forth the fruits of good 
living/' It is opposed to the dead faith mentioned by 
St. James (c) ; such a speculative assent to the truth of 
revelation as produces no effect on the conduct. 

We should be thankful to Christ that he was willing 
to suffer and become the indispensable atonement for 
sin ; without which we must have sunk under the rigour 
of justice (rf), and our iniquities, unexpiated by any 
adequate sacrifice, would have separated between us and 
our God for ever. 

" To be in charity with all men" is earnestly to wish, 
and endeavour to promote, their welfare {e). It is not 
sufficient that we love out friends, for even the publicans 
and sinners do the same, Matt. v. 46; Luke vi. 32. 
We should stifle malicious sentiments against those who 
have wronged us : decline requiting the injuries we have 
received, and endeavour rather to disarm an enemy by 
rendering him good for evil. Charity, with respect to 
our fellow-creatures, implies benevolence towards all man- 
kind ; a desire to promote their permanent well-being in 
body and in soul, in time and in eternity. 

By him who so repents, believes, and feels, very 
little exhortation to the Lord's Supper will be required : 
his heart will urge him to obey with reverence the pre- 
cept of his dying Saviour. Whoever discovers himself 
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very deficient, (and this will unfortunately be often the 
case,) should be *' instant in prayer" for a ti'uer repent- 
ance, a livelier faith, and more benevolent temper. 
The souls of such require " strengthening and refresh- 
ing" by the invigorating influence of the Holy Spirit. 
Instead of avoiding, they should haste to the Lord's 
table, and, observing the divine ordinance with reverence 
and humility, persevere in their endeavours to be Chris- 
tians indeed. 

He who sincerely and devoutly intends to forsake his 
sins and lead a godly life, is in no danger of becoming 
an unworthy communicant The offence which St. 
Paul reprehended in the Corinthians was shameful irre- 
verence in using the holy emblems, even acts of excess 
(y), and the making no diflerence between the conse- 
crated elements and ordinary food (g). They therefore 
brought upon themselves damnation ; (or rather condem- 
nation, for the term in the original appears to denote 
only temporal judgments ;) and the resemblance is but 
little between their case and his who forbears to commu- 
nicate, because he is a sinner. If he is a penitent 
sinner, it is his duty to communicate : if he is not a 
penitent, there is no hope for him in the gospel, and 
" judgment without mercy" is the dreadful alternative. 

TEXTS, &c. 

(a) 1 Cor. jd, 28. '' Let a man examine himself, and so let him 
eat of that hread, and drink of that cap." 

{h) verse 31. " If we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged." 
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(c) James ii. 26. " As the bodj without the spirit is dead, so 
fiiith without works is dead also." 

(d) Ps. cxliii. 2. " Enter not into judgment with thy servant: 
for in thy sight shall no man living be justified." 

1 Pet. iii. 18. " For Christ also," &c. Page 59. 

(e) Rom. xiii. 10. '' Love worketh no ill to his neighbour, (does 
him all possible good, and no ill,) therefore love is the fulfilling of 
the law." i. e. of that part of the law relating to the duty which 
we ewe to our neighbour ; the second table of the decalogue. 

(/) 1 Cor. ad. 20, 21. " When ye come together therefore into 
one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper. For in eating, 
every one taketh before other his own supper : and one C^he poor 
man) is hungry, and another (the rich man) is drunken.'' 

(g) verse 29. " He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning (distinguishing 
firom coQunon bread and wine) the Lord's body." 



QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION. 

What name is that called which we receive in baptism, 
and why is it given P 

On what occasion did the Jews name their children ? 

Mention some of the privileges of God's chosen people. 

By whom was baptism enjoined, and to whom ? 

Who were to be- baptized ? 

Explain the meaning of ** a member of Christ :*' — " a 
child of God :"— " an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven." 

May the privilege of an inheritor be forfeited ? 

What do you mean by saying, *' they did promise &c., in 
my name" ? 

What is it to renounce the devil P 

Who are called the children of the devil P 
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What does the phrase signify P 

What is implied in the renunciation of the pomps and ybt 
nity of this wicked world? 

Does the renunciation of the sinful lusts of the flesh extend 
further than to our actions ? 

By what name are the most important particulars of 
Christian doctrine called in the Catechism ? 

What is meant by walking in God's holy will and com- 
mandments ? 

Why is the devil called a murderer from the beginning ? 

What falsehood did he tell Eve ? 

Why do you say, " by God*s help*' ? 

Prove from Scripture the insufficiency of unassisted human 
nature to believe and to do what God requires. 

Explain what is meant by a state of salvation. 

Who may be considered as placed in it ? 

What is necessary to the being able to continue in it ? 

What will render void our baptismal privileges? 

Is God styled the Father in more senses than one ? 

State in what senses he is styled the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

How does he become the Father of Christians ? 

Why is Christ called the Word ? 

What is the meaning of the name Jesus, and with what 
other word is it synonymous ? 

What does the name Christ signify ? 

Explain the meaning of the word Messiah. 

What persons used to be anointed with oil ? 

Was this literally done to Christ ? 

Shew how the character of our Lord comes under each 
description of persons who used to be so anointed. 

Is not Adam called the son of God P 

Is he so called in the same sense as Christ is ? 

What distinguishing epithet is applied to Christ, as the 
Son of God ? 

On what occasion was Christ declared to be the Son of 
God, and what text does St. Paul apply to that event? 
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Why is Christ peculiarly the Lord of Christians ? 

Should that circumstance influence our conduct ? 

What are vie to infer respecting Christ's nature from the 
expression, " conceived by the Holy Ghost" ? 

Why is he also called the Son of man ? 

Mention a text prophetical of the Messiah's sufferings. 

Did Christ suffer as God, or as man ? 

What was a type of his bearing the cross ? 

Adduce another type of his crucifixion. 

Was there not a remarkable correspondence between a pre- 
cept relating to the paschal lamb, and the treatment of our 
Saviour's body after death ? 

Can you name any other prophecy of the crucifixion ? 

Did the Roman soldiers, in casting lots for our Saviour's 
garments, accomplish any ancient prediction ? 

What appears to be the meaning of the word hell^ injhe 
creed ? 

Does any passage in the gospel confirm this interpretation ?■ 

What are we to understand by Christ's sitting at the right 
hand of God? 

Explain the meaning of the word quick. 

Should Christ's experience of human infirmity afford 
any hope to the obstinate sinner ? Why ? 

Are GJiost and Spirit synonymous terms ? 

By whom was the Holy Ghost sent down ? from whom ? 
to whom ? and for what purpose ? 

What is the province of the Holy Ghost in the work of 
man's salvation ? 

Explain the meaning of the wurd Church. 

What is signified by the holy catholic church ? 

Is not this expression liable to be misinterpreted ? 

What is meant by communion ? 

By what name are Christians frequently called in the New 
Testament ? 

What is intimated by this clause, "the communion of 
saints" ? 
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How was the forgiveness of sins effected ? 

Is it possible for any priest to pronounce an unconditional 
absolution ? 

But had not the apostles the power of remitting or of retain- 
ing sins ? 

What will be done to men at the resurrection ? 

What difference are we authorized from Scripture to expect 
between the body buried, and the body to be raised at the 
resurrection ? 

What is the signification of the word life, in the creed ? 

Has it the same signification in Scripture ? 

What is the word death used to signify ? 

Has Amen more than one sense ? 

Why is the person who answers in the catechism considered 
as elect? 

What is meant by being sanctified P 

In what relations to us do the three Persons in the Holy 
Trinity stand? 

From what did God deliver the Israelites in Egypt ? 

W hat was forbidden by the first commandment, as ad- 
dressed to the Jews ? 

How should Christians understand it ? 

What does the second commandment prohibit ? 

Does not image- worship comprehend two sorts of idolatry ? 

Of which sort was the worship paid by the Israelites to the 
golden calves? 

But were not the cherubim on the mercy-seat images al- 
lowed even by God himself? 

What excuse for their idolatry was offered by the philoso- 
phical heathens ? 

Who now attempt to shelter themselves under the sam 
plea? 

How can passions be, with any propriety, ascribed to God? 

When he is said to be jealous ? and in what relation to his 
people he is sometimes represented as standing ? 
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68 QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION. 

Under what figure are Christ and his Church described in 
the New Testament ? 

Are we to infer from the second commandment, that the 
children of wicked people can by no means obtain the dinne 
favour ? 

Prove this from Scripture. 

To what sin is the third commandment primarily opposed ? 

What absurd and wicked custom did the Jews think law<^ 
ful? 

Are not Christians commanded to swear not at all ? 

Does this prohibition forbid a solemn oath upon a serious 
occasion ? 

Can you shew any authority for this opinion ? 

May not the third commandment be violated in some other 
way? 

What is the meaning of the sabbath day ? 

Why was a strict precept to observe the sabbath particu- 
larly suited to the Jews ? 

How is the sabbath day to be kept holy ? 

What is meant by " the stranger within thy gates'* ? 

Is the frequenting of public worship on the sabbath recom- 
mended by our Lord's example ? Mention the text. 

Did he allow a less rigid observance of the sabbath than 
was enjoined by the Mosaic law ? 

Prove this by some instances. 

What acts are lawful, and most appropriate to the sabbath? 

By what acts is the Sabbath violated ? 

Why was the first day of the week chosen for the Christian 
Sabbath ? 

Is this change justified by good authority ? 

Explain what is meant by '' Honour thy father and thy 
mother." 

May the words ** father and mother*' imply more than 
their literal signification ? 

Does the sixth commandment forbid only the act of mur- 
der? 



y Google 



QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION. 69 

What may it be considered as prohibiting also ? 

What does St. John say of hatred ? 

What sins are forbidden by the seventh commandment ? 

Mention a text in which intemperance is expressly forbid- 
den. 

What crimes are included in the prohibition of theft ? 

What is it to bear false witness ? 

Does it mean nothing more ' 

Explain the term neighbour. 

What does the tenth commandment prohibit ? 

By what means shall we be enabled to keep the command- 
ments? 

What are we to understand by loving God with the heart, 
mind, soul, and strength ? 

Explain the meaning of hallowed, 

Wliat is meant by the kingdom of God ? 

By what other names is it sometimes called ? 

What is implied in the petition, " thy kingdom come ?" 

What is to be understood by the phrase, " daily bread P" 

Why should our petition be thus limited ? 

Explain the word trespasses. 

What other word has the same meaning ? 

How should we understand the clause, " lead us not into 
temptation,'' in the Lord's prayer P 

Has temptation any other meaning P 

Against what sort of evil ought we chiefly to pray P 

Is it unlawful to pray for deliverance from worldly troubles P 

What is the original signification of the word sacrament P 

How is the term applicable to baptism and the Lord's Sup- 
per P 

What is meant by the Church militant P 

Why are sacraments said to be generally necessary to sal- 
vation P 

What are we to understand by " an inward, spiritual 
grace"? 

What are the three requisites to constitute a sacrament? 
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70 QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION. 

What does St. Paul mean, when he says that the wine and 
bread in the sacrament are the communion of the blood and 
body of Christ? 

Is sprinkling a scriptural form of purification ? 

Explain what is meant by being baptized in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

What is signified by " a death unto sin" ? 

What is this the effect of ? 

What is meant by " a new birth unto righteousness" ? 

Why are we said to be born in sin ? 

What conclusion concerning the propensity of human na- 
ture will observation justify us in forming ? 

Adduce a text from St. Paul on this subject, and another 
from the Psalms. 

What is the inward virtue of the sacrament of baptism ? 

What are we to understand by being made the children of 
grace? 

What are we by nature ? 

Does not the Church of England speak of all baptized 
persons as regenerate ? 

What is to be understood by this ? 

May not the grace of God be withdrawn from those who 
are baptized ? 

What prayer does the Church offer up for baptized persons ? 

What expression does St. Paul apply to baptism ? 

What does our Lord affirm respecting the being bom of 
water? 

What did baptism by immersion represent ? 

What was figured by rising out of the water? 

What does repentance imply ? 

What promises on God's part are annexed to baptism ? 

What two things do infants promise by their sureties ? 

When are the baptismal promises binding on the con- 
science ? 

On what occasion does the Church require those promises 
to be renewed ? 
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What is the substance of the Bishop's prayer ? 

To what end is Confirmation conducive ? 

What authority have we for the rite of Confirmation ? 

Are persons who have never been confirmed free from the 
obligations of baptism ? 

In what light should we regard a wilful neglect of the 
opportunities of gi'ace ? 

What was the principal design of the Mosaic sacrifices ? 

Is the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper a memorial, or a 
sacrifice ? 

What texts are conclusive against the notion of. the 
Romanists ? 

Have the Roman Catholics any warranty from Scripture 
for denying the sacramental wine to the people ? 

When did this corruption first prevail ? 

What is the meaning of Transubstantiation ? Who hold 
that doctrine ? Why is it a dangerous tenet ? 

What is the cause of a truly penitent sorrow ? 

What is the criterion of a sincere repentance P 

Explain the meaning of a lively faith, and say to what it 
is opposed. 

What is meant by being " in charity with all men" ? 

How ought we to behave towards those who have wronged 
us? 

What is the duty of him who feels himself deficient in 
faith, hope, and charity ? 

Will such do rightly by abstaining from the holy Sa- 
crament? 

What was the offence which St. Paul reprehended in the 
Corinthians ? 
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A PRAYER 

For one who is about to be Confirmed, 

Almighty God^ who didst appoint that the apostles^ 
St. Peter and St. John, should impart, by laying their 
hands on the baptized, additional succours of thy Holy 
Spirit, dispose me to engage with reverence and sincerity 
in the approaching apostolic ordinance. Grant, Lord, 
that this and every other opportunity which, in thy 
mercy, thou hast afforded to assist our weakness, I may 
joyfully embrace and diligently improve, to the advance- 
ment of thy glory and my own salvation. 

I go, in compliance with the precept of the Church, 
to acknowledge my Saviour before men. So confirm 
my resolution, that, in after days, I may never be 
tempted by any evil suggestion to deny him with my 
lips, or in my life. 

I go to take upon me the baptismal promise, and 
ratify a solemn vow ; to reject the empire of the evil 
spirit, to abjure compliance with all wicked customs, and 
every indulgence of the carnal appetite forbidden by thy 
holy law. I go to profess my belief in Christianity, and 
my hearty determination to keep all the commandments 
that are binding on the followers of thy Son. Lord, I 
am sensible that my own resolutions are unequal to sup- 
port me in this great undertaking; and I shall never 
stand firm in my allegiance to Thee, unless I be strength- 
ened from above. 
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Endue me with a penetrating sense of religion ; enable 
me to feel its inestimable importance, and the necessity 
of making it my constant guide in every transaction of 
my life; that I may not rest satisfied with a partial 
obedience, and, by habitually breaking the least of thy 
commandments, be guilty of transgressing them all. 

Dispose me to approach thy holy table with penitence 
and reverential love. There may I commemorate, with 
fervent gratitude, the agonies of a Saviour who died 
upon the cross that I might be admitted to mercy. There 
may I receive a sufficiency of strength to support me in 
the conflicts of my Christian warfare, and thither may I 
still continue to resort for the prevailing succours of thy 
Holy Spirit, so that finally, triumphant over sin and death, 
I may come to thy blessed and everlasting kingdom^ 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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